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“We must consider our planet to be on loan from our children,

rather than being a gift from our ancestors...”

Introduction
The history and the value. The

Belavezhskaya Puscha National Park
(the BPNP further) is a symbol of the
East European ancient forest. It was
mentioned as an ancient in the Ipatiy
Chronicle at 983. Later, approxi-
mately from the end of 12 century it
became a property and hunting habi-
the

tats of the Grand Dukes of

Lithuanian Princedom, which united

Gro Harlem Brundtland [1, p. 275]

at that time current lands of Belarus,
Central and Eastern Poland, Baltic
countries, Western Russia and North-
time the

ern Ukraine. Since that

Puscha, this word in Belarusian
means “ancient big forest”, has been
experiencing a history of the state pro-
tection of its habitats roughly during

600 years.

Today, the BPNP has more than

120,000 hectares, 90,000 of whichare



forests, thewarage age of their stands
is higher then 100 years, some of the

stanis are 250-350years old. There

are more than 1,000 giant Pine,

Spruce, Oak and Ash trees of 200-600

years old in the PuschRgigurel].

Figure 1. Giant Oak tree,
over 500 years old 2]

The biodiversity of the BPNP is

uniqgue for the Europe: there are

958species of vascular spore and

spematic plants, 260 mosses and

mosslike species, more than

290lichen species and 570 fungi spe-
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cies registered here. The list of the
animals is more then impressive too:
59 mammal species, 227 bird species,
7 reptile species, 11 amphibious spe-

cies, 24 fish species, and more than

11,000invertebrate species][

But the life is inexorable. The
forests rich on the big-sized wood and
inhabited with numerous game have
been under the continuous thereat of
exploitation at times. Cuttings that
changed dramatically the quality of
the habitats together with illegal hun
ing cased the extinction of European
Bison (Bos bonazus) at 1919, the time
of World War I.

Fortunately, the spe-

cies was not lost.



