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“We must consider our planet to be on loan from our children,  

rather than being a gift from our ancestors…” 

Gro Harlem Brundtland [1, p. 275]    

Introduction 

The h is tory and the value.

  

The 

Bela vezh s ka ya Pu s ch a Na t ion a l Pa rk 

(th e BPNP fu r th er ) is a s ym bol of th e 

Ea s t Eu ropea n a n cien t fores t .  It wa s 

m en t ion ed a s a n a n cien t in th e Ipa t iy 

Ch ron icle a t 983 .  La ter , a pproxi-

m a tely from th e en d of 12 cen tu ry it 

beca m e a p roper ty a n d h u n t in g h a bi-

tats of th e Gra n d Du kes of th e 

Lith u a n ia n Pr in cedom , wh ich u n ited 

a t th a t t im e cu r ren t la n ds of Bela ru s , 

Cen tra l a n d Ea s tern Pola n d , Ba lt ic 

cou n tr ies , Wes tern Ru s s ia a n d Nor th-

ern Ukra in e. Sin ce th a t t im e th e 

Pu s ch a , th is word in Bela ru s ia n 

m ea n s “a n cien t b ig fores t”, h a s been 

experiencing a history of the state pro-

tect ion of it s h a b ita ts rou gh ly du r in g 

600 years. 

Toda y, th e BPNP h a s m ore th a n 

120 ,000 h ecta res , 90 ,000 of wh ich a re 
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forests, the average age of their stands 

is h igher then 100 years, some of the 

stands are 250-350 years old.  There 

are more than 1,000 giant Pine, 

Spruce, Oak and Ash t rees of 200-600 

years old in the Puscha [Figure 1].   

 

Figure 1. Giant Oak tree,  

over 500 years old [2] 

The biodiversity of the BPNP is 

unique for the Europe: there are 

958 species of vascu lar spore and 

spermat ic plants, 260 mosses and 

moss-like species, more than 

290 lichen species and 570 fungi spe-

cies registered here.  The list of the 

animals is more then impressive too: 

59 mammal species, 227 bird species, 

7 rept ile species, 11 amphibious spe-

cies, 24 fish species, and more than 

11,000 invertebrate species [3]. 

Bu t the life is inexorable.  The 

forests r ich on the big-sized wood and 

inhabited with numerous game have 

been under the cont inuous thereat of 

exploitat ion at t imes.  Cut t ings that 

changed dramat ically the quality of 

the habitats together with illegal hunt-

ing cased the ext inct ion of European 

Bison (Bos bonazus) at 1919, the t ime 

of Wor ld War I.  For tunately, the spe-

cies was not lost.   


